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St Michael & All Angels, Cornwood 

Project Description 2022  

 
1.  The Existing Church 

 

 St Michael & All Angels Church is Grade I Listed and was mentioned in the first Diocesan Register of 

1257. The Church has been extended many times with the aisles, transepts and the porch added in the 

15th century. The vestry was added in the early 19th century. The boiler room was added in 20th century 

as was a small extension was built on the North West corner of the church to accommodate an ante room 

and toilet (in about 1984).. 

 

The 1984 addition is only accessible by a small spiral staircase in the north west corner of the church. 

It is unacceptable that the current provisions for access to the toilet in the church are not suitable for 

disabled people (and do not comply with the requirements of the Equality Act). 

 

Normal seating for the congregation comprises approximately 130 in the pews. Additional temporary 

seating can be laid out in the fellowship area with 6 rows of individual chairs increasing the seated 

capacity by about 110. This additional seating is required for large weddings and funerals. Behind the 

pews is the Fellowship Area - with a gross area of 60 m2 (5m x 12.0m). reduced by two columns, the font 

and the stairwell to about 50 m2. 

 

The church does not at present have a kitchen It owns a heated trolley stored within the church. There are 

no facilities for storing, preparing and cooking food. When drinks beverages, cold or reheated food is 

being served, tables are set up in the fellowship for serving. 

 

To fulfil its various functions, the church needs to store a large variety of equipment. This includes 112 

folding chairs, 10 folding tables, the heated trolley, crockery, cutlery and serving equipment, staging for 

school use and concerts etc, particular equipment for events such as the Fair in the Square, Fun Run, 

Flower Festival. The designated storage area is to the north of the church in a storeroom under the 

adjacent Church House with access on an uneven, sometimes muddy, grass path across the graveyard. 

The level of fitness of the individuals who need to access the storage area is a significant consideration. It 

is also not practical or safe to access in a hurry or in inclement weather if more equipment is needed at 

short notice. Much of the equipment is currently stored in the Fellowship Area or the South Transept, 

affecting the use of these spaces and the appearance of the inside of the church. 

 

2 Needs and Requirements 

 

In order to make full use of our large and beautiful church, modern facilities need to be provided for the 

effective delivery of church events, a welcoming environment for all users including the disabled, 

catering facilities and adequate provision for storage. It is essential that the church facilities are fully 

compliant with all legal, health, safety and environmental requirements. 

 

A project is proposed to satisfy the following needs: 

 

• Creation of modern accessible toilet facilities to include two separate toilets , one of which will be 

designed for disabled use to current standards. 

• The church badly needs a reasonable kitchen to be able to cater for at least 100. As well as being too 

small, the ante room is inadequate and does not contain the necessary facilities for preparation of food 
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and drink. It should not be used for kitchen purposes. A new kitchen should, as a minimum, contain a 

sink with hot and cold water, a draining board, sufficient worktop area, a cooker (hob and oven) and a 

fridge. Sufficient storage space is required for cutlery, crockery and glassware for at least 100 people, 

cleaning materials and kitchen equipment and utensils. 

• The access to the new kitchen and toilets must be separated to ensure both can be accessed 

appropriately and safely and to comply with relevant regulations. 

• Ensure the Fellowship Area is unencumbered, free for use to its full extent and enabling the splendour 

of the inside of the church to be appreciated. The whole of the Fellowship Area is required to meet the 

varying needs of the services and functions held at the church. 

• Create some much needed storage space for the tables, chairs and staging that does not impinge on 

areas needed for services and events. This equipment must be stored such that it is readily available. 

 

3. Why we need these changes 

 

The PCC feel very strongly that now is the time to move ourselves and our church building into 21st 

Century. We do not have a church hall and so best use must be made of the church for worship, 

fellowship and community events. 

 

The PCC provided a wheelchair accessible route to the Church some years ago, but once inside the 

building it is impossible for wheelchair users to access the toilet. We need to be able to provide legal and 

sufficient toilet facilities accessible to all. 

 

Food and eating together is an essential part of modern worship to help bind our community together and 

we need to have a modern kitchen to produce what is required.  Food cannot be prepared on the premises 

at present. Health and safety is very important, and trying to make tea and coffee in the ante room or at 

the top of the stairs with a constant queue of people for the toilet creates an unacceptable avoidable risk. 

 

The church needs a flexible approach to the use of its facilities. The days are long gone when the 

congregation just sat on pews and left after a traditional service. A flexible approach is required to change 

between traditional seated services, informal services in the Fellowship Area, receptions and social events 

in the Fellowship Area some of which may be standing events following services with the congregation 

seated in the pews and so forth. 

 

To enable the flexible approach to the use of the church described above, the ad hoc approach of storing 

tables and chairs in the Fellowship Area needs to cease. The provision of storage space  close to or within 

the church for staging, tables and chairs is essential. The route to the store under Church House can be 

hazardous, and only suitable for  items requiring very occasional use. 

 

4 Options 

 

Over the last six years this matter has been discussed at most PCC meetings and together with the input of 

two church architects many different options have been diligently explored. These options have also been 

discussed in detail with the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC). The following proposals have been 

considered: 

 

A. The locations that have been examined for provision of  toilet facilities are: 

 

1. The combined space of the existing ante room and toilet with access internally by a lift. 

2. The combined space of the existing ante room and toilet with access externally from the west end 

of the church 

3. Convert the ground floor of the bell tower and install a "ringing chamber above". 

4. Build an extension to house the toilet on the north elevation. 
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B. The locations that have been examined for an updated modern kitchen are: 

 

1. Utilise the combined space of the existing ante room and toilet accessed via the existing stairs 

(provided locations A 1 and 2 for the toilet facilities are discarded) 

2. Construct a kitchen within the Fellowship Area 

3. Include space for a kitchen in an extension on the north elevation. 

 

C. The locations that have been considered for storage are: 

 

1. A new store in the graveyard extension to the west of the church 

2. The continuation of the temporary use of part of the Fellowship area on a permanent basis 

3. Include space in an extension on the north elevation 

4. Install permanent storage facilities within the South Transept. 

 

All of the locations for A, B & C above have been considered in considerable detail and some of them 

have been had to be eliminated from consideration  because they are impossible or completely 

impractical. It became clear that the solutions to the provision of disabled toilet facilities and a 

refurbished kitchen cannot be determined independently. After elimination of some of the locations 

mentioned above, the following two combination options remained: 

 

 

Toilet/Kitchen Option 1. 

 

To create an outside entrance to the existing toilet accessed by walking around the west end of the Church 

and installing a new external door to the existing toilet The whole area occupied by the ante room and 

toilet would be required to install one disabled toilet. A kitchen would have to be formed in the 

Fellowship Area. 

 

The ground level falls from the main South door to where the new external door to the existing toilet 

would be. However the floor level of the existing toilet is below ground level. Excavation of between 300 

and 600mm would be required to provide  a level area for wheelchairs to gain access. Further excavation 

would be required alongside the west tower to provide a wheelchair accessible ramp to design standards 

(possibly with an intermediate landing). Railings may be required. There would be archaeological 

implications and an impact on the base of the 13C tower. There is a potential for significant harm to the 

setting of the west elevation. If there is a queue for the toilets, wheelchair users may be queuing on a 

slope. 

 

This option requires users to go outside to the toilet in all winds and weathers, along a footpath and 

possibly in the dark.  It would be particularly difficult for people with walking sticks and walking frames, 

and with only one toilet people would have to queue outside when there is high demand eg when concerts 

are held.  There would be safeguarding issues when children use the toilet. 

 

A kitchen would need to be provided within the Fellowship Area. To provide the required facilities, it 

would need to be in an enclosed space with extraction facilities to prevent cooking odours and steam 

spreading around the church. The building of an internal room (or the installation of a "pod") would be 

unsightly, cause harm to the internal views of the church and ruin the ambience.  

 

One of the fundamental requirements of the project is to ensure all the space in the Fellowship Area is 

available for the many functions currently held and envisaged. This requirement would not be met with 

this option. 
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The issue of storage is unresolved. 

 

Toilet/Kitchen Option 2 

 

To build an extension on the north elevation to contain the updated toilet facilities. The extension would 

be accessed through the North Door. Then the whole of the existing toilet and ante room could form a 

new kitchen. Several designs of an extension of differing sizes and locations have been produced over the 

last three years and much effort has gone into minimizing the footprint and optimizing the precise 

location. The extension would be designed to fit in with the churches appearance built with materials 

compatible with those existing. 

 

Construction of an extension means that the whole of the Fellowship Area is available to meet the needs 

of the church to hold services and community events 

 

The new toilets would be accessible internally, avoiding all the serious safeguarding and convenience 

disadvantages inherent in Option 1 and two toilets can be provided in this option. 

 

Early in the design, concerns were raised about historic use of the North Door and the threshold. A 

Statement of Significance commissioned from AC Archaelology and their report was issued in September 

2019. This report concludes that these concerns did not provide obstacles to the use of the North Door or 

the lowering of the threshold. 

 

Construction of an extension will have archaeological implications and there is a possibility of 

encountering human remains. An archaeological watching brief will be required during the excavation 

works and a provisional plan to deal appropriately with human remains if uncovered. 

 

A public footpath (Public Right of Way) crosses the site of the proposed extension. A formal permanent 

diversion will need to be agreed, the most likely route being past the east and south sides of the church. 

 

It is acknowledged that construction of an extension would have some impact on the view of the historic 

fabric of the north elevation.  

 

With Option 2, storage will be provided for the folding chairs in the new extension. Tables and staging 

would be stored in a bespoke slim cupboard in the South Transept. Crockery and cutlery would be stored 

in the new kitchen. Events equipment would continue to be kept  in the store under Church House. 

 

The Fellowship Area would be fully available and unharmed in this case. 

 

7 PCC Decision. 

 

The PCC have discussed the project extensively over the last 6 years. At the most recent meeting held on 

the 20th January 2022, it was decided that a project to modernise the church in line with Option 2 above 

and  in accordance with the architect's current plans should proceed. It was agreed the next step would be 

to share the proposed plans with the church community. 

 


